
Mariposa Agri-Nature Trail invites you to a “Weekend in the Country-a Tomato Fest” September 24 & 25, 2011.  We will have many activities happening downtown and at family farm locations.  Here are some pointers on understanding and deciding which tomatoes and veggies would be best for your particular area.





There are several catalogs that offer a good selection of heirloom tomatoes & veggies.  Also check your local growers for availability of these scrumptious vegetables.





First, that’s understand what terms are used to explain origins:


Heirloom--fruits or veggies that are over 50 years old and have not been hybridized.  Seeds will copy the parent.


Open-pollinated--pollination occurs in uncontrolled conditions, as in nature.  Seeds will copy the parent.


Hybrid--A new plant produced from successfully cross-pollinating parent plants that are genetically different.   Seeds will mutate.


Organic-Grown with only animal or vegetable fertilizers such as manure or compost.


For tomatoes:  Determinate--or “bush” varieties are those that reach a certain plant height & then stop growing, with most fruit borne over a 4-6 week period.  Most large producers use this method as it makes it easier to harvest all at once.


Indeterminate--Varieties continue to grow & flower throughout the season, but have less mature fruits at one time.





Probably the best catalog is Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rareseeds.com" ��www.rareseeds.com�  (417) 924-8917


Most have a variety of hybrid & non-hybrid:


Tomato Growers Supply Co at www.tomatogrowers.com (888)478-7333


Totally Tomatoes at � HYPERLINK "http://www.totallytomato.com" ��www.totallytomato.com� (800) 345-5977


Territorial Seed Co at � HYPERLINK "http://www.territorialseed.com" ��www.territorialseed.com� (800) 626-0866





For an early red tomato, Matina has done well.  It does well in the early spring,  doesn’t do much in the heat of summer & does well again when the weather cools off.


Sioux, Super Sioux  & Ace do well in the heat of summer. 


Giant Belgium does well.  Looks like a Brandywine but does better.


Porter Plums are heavy producers of canning & juicing tomatoes.


There are many types & colors of tomatoes.  Try some new types or colors every year.  You will be surprised.








ENJOY THE BEST PART, THE HARVEST!





We will buy your heirloom tomatoes for the event.





 For questions, contact JJ Gillispie at (209) 377-8458 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jimandjoce@gmail.com" ��jimandjoce@gmail.com� 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.MariposaAgTour.com" ��www.MariposaAgTour.com�  
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Where can you get heirloom tomatoes & veggies?












